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told him all her suffering and enquired which spot was
most suitable for her penance. The brahmin told her that
the place close to the south west of Vayu linga known as
VignanaKshetra was most suitable for her. She established
a teertha named after her (Gauriteertha) in Swarnamukhi
for her daily bath and ablutions. She would worship the
Vayu Linga with ten thousand leaves picked by her friends
from the Akhanda Bilva tree which was none other than
her former celestial body. She invoked Durga to protect
her during her austerities. As she intensified her penance,
She gave up food and lived on dried leaves; gave up dried
leaves and lived upon water; then on mere air as her food.
The Lord wanted to test her steadfastness and the sincerity
of Durga and created an artifical deluge. The sages there
ran helter and skelter. Durga magnified her body and took
the entire ocean into her palm and drank it. Hence Durga
came to be known as Hastatta Sagara. ButParvati continued
her tapas unperturbed.
She controlled her breath and by Pranayama, roused
Kundalini to cross Brahma and Vishnu Grandhis and finally
retained it near Rudra Grandhi close to her eyebrows.
Hundred years passed like this. The old Brahmin appeared
before her and made kind enquiries and assured her that
Siva would appear before her on Pushya Pournami. Thus
reassured Parvathi continued her penance.
As anticipated, Lord Siva accompanied by Brahma,
Vishnu, Yakshas, Gandharvas, etc., appeared before her on
his Holy Bull, Thus blessed Parvathi prostrated before her
Lord. Siva in all his compassion was moved on seeing her
emaciated body. He wanted to endow her with a body
hundred times better than her previous heavenly body. He
invoked Kailasa Ganga and asked Parvati to take bath in
the holy waters. This done she emerged with a wonderful
shine and fittingly stood by the side of Siva in all radiance.
The accompanying celestials themselves danced with estacy
and worshipped the complementary pair.